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Calling all Artists
“Paint the Point” Plein Air Event - August 6-7

Artists and art lovers are invited to join Otsego Land Trust for the First Annual “Paint the Point”
Plein Air Event at the Brookwood Point Conservation Area in Cooperstown.

As part of Otsego Land Trust's
mission to connect people with
the land, this is an opportunity
for artists to draw inspiration from
the natural landscape, scenic lake

views, and historic formal gardens.

Visitors are welcome to stop by
to enjoy the site and observe
the artists at work.

Brookwood Point is a publicly
accessible 22-acre site on the

west shore of Otsego Lake, just
two miles north of the village of
Cooperstown.

Otsego Land Trust acquired the
property from the Cook Foundation
in 2011 and has been restoring the
stream corridor and the formal
Italian-style gardens. The site was
replanted this spring with a mix of
native plants and cultivars including
bee balm, cleome, clematis and
columbine.
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In early August, the landscape will
be at its peak with views across the
lake to the hills beyond. Artists

will be free to choose their own
vantage point and their own focus
on elements large or small.

To register as a participant or for
more information on the event,
visit www.otsegolandtrust.org
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OTSEGO LAND TRUST = FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

s we prepare this issue of the Otsego Land
Trust newsletter, the last remnants of the
April snowstorm are melting away.

Otsego Land Trust conserves our
natural heritage of woodlands,
farmlands, and waters that sustain
rural communities, promote public

health, support wildlife diversity : @~ The daffodils are in bloom, the streams run high,
and inspire the human spirit.  &*=P/re, THRMRALAEE  and the birds fill the morning air with their song.
Board of Directors e | started here as the new Executive  again at our dozen spectacular
Carla Hall Director last November. While | public-access properties.
BOARD CHAIR isi

have been a frequent visitor to .the Check out the improved trail at
Martha H. Frey area for many years, this is my first Lordsland Preserve, the new bog
VICE CHAIR warm season as a full-time resident. bridges at the Parsllow Road
J. Joseph Homburger | am delighted to be working conservation area, and the return
SECRETARY with our talented staff and of canoe and kayak rentals at
Richard O’Keefe, MD knowledgeable board of directors Brookwood Point.
IRZASICIREN to protect the character of the The Summer Octet Challenge is
Directors Emeriti Otsego Region and ensure the in full swing and there’s no better
J. Michael Moffat health of our fall'mlands, fgrests, time to get outside and enjoy.
Earle N. Peterson and waterways in perpetuity. Let nature take you by surprise!
Staff After two years of pandemic 5

= constraints, we are pleased to be

Gregory Farmer
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

David Diaz
DIRECTOR OF LAND PROTECTION

sponsoring public programs once Gregory Farmer
Executive Director

Marcie Foster

BIFIECTIOR OF FUBLIE LANZS The Barn Tax Credit Returns!

& PARTNERSHIPS

May Leinhart Old barns have been given a lifeline with the new Historic Barn Tax
CONSERVATION EASEMENT MANAGER Credit, signed into law by Governor Kathy Hochul. The state tax credit
Anne Wilfer program has been revised to make it more responsive and more directly

PUBLIC LANDS MANAGER beneficial to the owners of historic agricultural buildings.

Mikal Sky-Shrewsberry

N EGRLATION RANACENMENT Barns built prior to 1946 are eligible and do not need to be listed in the

& SPECIAL PROJECTS COORDINATOR National Register of Historic Places. The tax credit is equal to 25% of the
Tracy Rob cost to repair the barn or adapt it for a nonresidential use that involves no
y Roberts . . .. . .
BOOKKEEPER change to the historic appearance. The minimum project cost is $5,000
and the tax credit can be applied to expenses incurred within the five
ggeggx'-fl";‘g Trust years prior to filing for the credit.
Cooperstown, NY 13326 For more information, contact the Division for Historic Preservation of the
tel: 607-547-2366 New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation,
www.otsegolandtrust.org 518-237-8643.

Front cover: Brookwood Point by
Otsego Land Trust.

Otsego Land Trust is partially funded by the New York
Conservation Partnership Program administered by the
Land Trust Alliance Northeast Program with support
from the State of New York. A copy of Otsego Land
Trust's annual financial report may be obtained upon
request from our office or from the New York State
Attorney General's Charities Bureau. ATTN: FOIL
Officer, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.

Route 28, Hartwick, N




2021-2022 Annual Report

he changing seasons are a prime delight in our region.

No two days are quite the same, in nature or in life.

Here at Otsego Land Trust we've learned to welcome
change and find joy in nature’s small revelations.

At the request of the Board of Directors, David M. Diaz, Director of
Land Protection, stepped up to the role of Interim Executive Director
in April 2021. He kept everything humming along while the Board of
Directors worked with Eos Transitions to conduct a broad search for
a new chief executive.

Gregory Farmer joined us as Executive Director in November 2021.
Together he and David effected a smooth transition that has made
Otsego Land Trust a regional leader in the long-term conservation

of farmland, forests, and waterways.

Our Board of Directors has evolved as well. Eugene Berman retired
from the board after many years of service. We are pleased to
welcome Alison Lord and Allen Ruffles as new board members,
bringing their considerable talents in support of our mission.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the generous
support of our donors and partners, particularly the Scriven Foundation
and the Tianaderrah Foundation. New York State continues to be a
leader in funding environmental initiatives with public funds more
than matched by private donations.

We are grateful to all our supporters for helping to preserve our
landscape and natural resources in perpetuity. See you outside!

%&Lfﬁ?{é é%’
Marjorie B. Kellogg, Board Chair
Otsego Land Trust
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facts & figures

11,147 Acres protected
in perpetuity

108 Easements
on private land

28 Communities

4 Counties
Otsego, Delaware,
Herkimer, Schoharie

3 Easements donated
this year protecting
244 acres

710 Additional acres under
direct ownership

12 Public-access sites

8 Communities

263 Donors & Supporters

25 Volunteers

OtsegolandTrust.org



he mission of Otsego Land Trust is to conserve

in perpetuity the natural and cultural legacy of

farmlands, woodlands, and waters in the Otsego
Region. Through the generosity of our partners, we strive
to sustain rural communities, promote public health,
support wildlife diversity, and inspire the human spirit.

Foundations Business Sponsors Sponsors
The Scriven Foundation Brewery Ommegang June & Kent Barwick
The Tianaderrah Foundation The Empire House Dr. Kevin Cahill

Susan & James Curtis
Paula DiPerna
Gregory Farmer

Martha Frey &
Andrew Baugnet

Melinda Hardin &
Louis Allstadt

Mary Ellen &
Gates Helms Hawn

Kate & Bruce Johnson
James Jordan

Anne & Lang Keith
Marjorie B. Kellogg

Farm Credit East Cares Fund
Joan G. Fox Realtor

John Mitchell Real Estate
Tooher & Barone LLP

L.M. Townsend Catering

Community Foundation of
Otsego County

Spaulding Family Foundation
Willies Family Foundation

Nonprofit Partners
Canadarago Lake Recreation
Committee

Delaware-Otsego
Audubon Society

Land Trust Alliance
New York Council of

Patrons

Anonymous

Marina & Eric Bravin

The Butkereit Family

Nina Dasstur & Dietrich Snell

Nonprofits I\C/Iarly Goﬁley Barbara Mulhern
New York State Department arla Ha

of Agriculture & Markets Erika Hall gjthyiRDonlald Raddatz
New York State Department of Gemma Hall ward rowley

Janice & Paul Sahler
Sigrid Snell
Elinor & Gilbert Vincent

Constance Young &
Kenneth Richards

Marianne Younkheere

Environmental Conservation
Tioga County Soil & Water
Coalition - Upper
Susquehanna Coalition
The Wetland Trust

Ellen & Harry Levine
Pamela M. Lloyd
Alison & Tim Lord
NS/DS Family Fund

Richard O'Keefe &
John Chanik

Christine & Albert Weiss
Caleb Wertenbaker
Martha Yager

Year at-a-glance

Otsego Land Trust relies primarily on private support to ensure the
long-term conservation of natural resources. The majority of funding
is dedicated directly to securing easements on private properties
and maintaining public access to our conservation areas.

Operating Income. ... $480,552

B Unrestricted Support (72.5%)..... $348,546
B Restricted Support (27.5%)......... $132,006

Operating Expenses ............ $490,369
B Stewardship (25.6%)................... $125,685
B Land Protection (25.3%).............. $123,695
B Outreach (6.6%).......coceeeveeererenennn. $ 32,601
B General Operations (42.5%)........ $208,388
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Friends

Anonymous
Jane Adsit

Carol Akin &
Marilyn L. Bradshaw

Carole Alicino
Kathryn Allen

Karen Allocco-Rowe &
Thomas Rowe

Loretta & John Anagnost
Cynthia Andela
Judy Anderson &

Jerry Cosgrove
Abigail Armstrong
Teresa & Raymond Bader
Patricia Barlow
Nicole Bartlett
Davia & Paul Batista
Cindy & James Bauer
Stephanie & Michael Bauer
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Bennett

Patricia Bensen-Ashley &
Walter Ashley

Thomas Bird

Anne Buxton Blabey &
Richard Blabey

Colleen Blacklock

Kim & David Bliss

Dianne & James Bordley
Dale Brinnier

David Buck

Suzie Winkler & Craig Buckbee
Joyce & Harold Buckingham
Joan & K. Wayne Bunn
Barbara Byington

Maria Camargo & Robert Ulesky
William Carbine

Patricia Carrier

Donna Chiusano

Jean & H. Barton Clapsaddle
Andree & Daniel Conklin
Jane Couch

Barb Crandall

Mary & Jim Crouthamel
Joanne Darcy Crum

Michael Cuddy

Dr. Nicholas Cunningham
Nancy Curtis

Deb & Jim Dalton

Frances & Philip Davis
Sandra & Richard De Rosa
Winola Denny-Smith

Carol & Richard Detweiler
David M. Diaz

Jonathan Dokuchitz

Susan Drake

Teresa Drerup & Kurt Ofer
Kelley M. Eckmair, Esq.
Denise Edwards

Betty & Jean-Marie Eveillard
Patrick Farmer

Dianne Feury

Sandra & John C. Fila

Jean & John Finch

Patricia & Dean Fiorina

Marcie Foster &
Michael Reynolds

Joan & Stanley Fox

Carina & Patrick Franck

Matthew Friedman

Patricia Gambitta

Linda & Michael Garrity

Gary Gnirrep

Sally Goddard &
Cynthia Nietupski

Kathleen Godley &
Rick Godley

Kenneth Goeldner
Richard Gordon
Pati & Kevin Grady

Judy Greenberg &
Eugene Berman

Vytautas Gudelis

Wenda Habenicht & David Cox
John Hall

Patricia & Robert Hanft
Barbara & Willard Harman
Mona Harris

Elizabeth Harvey

Joan Harvey & Michael Lotze

Jeanne-Marie &
Colman Havener

Beth Fetterley Heller &
Fred Heller

Allison & Keyes Hill-Edgar
Lucy & Allen Holcombe
Jane & Joe Homburger
Carol & John Howell

Susan Hughson

Kate & Chris Hurrle

David Hutchison

Nathan Imm

David Jaeger

Kim Jastremski & George Hovis
Connie & Michael Jastremski
May-Britt Joyce

Jeff Kantorowski

Karen & Jeffrey Katz
Deborah & Paul Kidder
Charles Kieler

Meg Kiernan &
Michael Hodgman
Laura Kilty & Bruce Kramer
Hugh & Urling Kingery
Anne Kingery-Schwartz &
Kevin Schwartz
Aleda Koehn
Frank Kolbert & Frank Farmer
The LaChance Family
Laura & William Lamb

Ann Marie Lavallo &
Jim Gordon

Vicky & Edward Lentz
Katharine & Victor Lidz
Mary Linn

Rena Lull

Jean & Thomas Lyon
Carla & Roger MacMillan
Emily & Nicholas Marcalus
Melissa & &rew Marietta
Erin Marsala

Amanda & John May
Millington & David McCoy
Chris McNaughton

Marcia Membrino



Susanna & John Membrino
Polly Messenger

Eileen Michaels

Helmut Michelitsch

Mike & Linda Fund
Vanessa Diane Moore
Robert Morey

Maureen Murray

Nicole Nawrot

Janet Nelson

Nancy Nelson

Stephanie & Francis Nolan
Stacia Norman

Robert O'Con

Sue & John O'Neil
Marilyn & Robert O'Neill
Bill Oliver & Michael Willis
Deb & Eric Olson
Rebecca Pace

Charles Pelletreau

Monica & Irv Peters

Peter Petrillose

Tim Pokorny

Barbara McEwan Pope
Diane & Len Price
Brigette & Louis Priem
Jessie Ravage

Marisabel & Jerome Raymond

Savitha Reddy &
Raoul Bhavnani

Polly & James Renckens

Nancy Reynolds

Alice Richardson

Kathy & John Robinson

Leah Robinson

Mandy & Dean Robinson

Alanna Rose

Susan Rosengrant &
Nancy Ryan

Georgia & John Saphier

Lewis Satulsky

Georgia Schadt

Allegra & Robert Schecter

Karen & Robert Schlather

Aviva Schneider &
Peter Regan

Douglas Schoppert
Stacey & lvan Schwartz
Robert Searles

Margarita & Austin Sears
Deborah Sentochnik
Friends of Senator Seward

Robert Seward & Elmer Luke

Patricia Seybolt &
Michael Feulner

Marsha & Jason Shoemaker
Karen & Les Sittler

Mikal &
Mark Sky-Shrewsberry

Lisa & Bob Smith

Lori Solensten

Sandy Sonnenfelt

Ellen Spencer

Sunny Spinosa

Amy Stack

Cynthia & David Staley
Roy Steele

Richard Sternberg

|dalia Talaia & George
Murray

Judy Talbot
Kim Talbot

Colette Tangel &
Gerald Landry

Carol Taylor

Rosalind Thomas &
David Strogatz

Joyce Thorne
Patricia Thorpe

Anne Rippy Turtle &
John Turtle

Tracey Ulrich-Lippitt &
Craig Lippitt

Elaine & Peter Velsko

Catherine Venkatesh &
Venkatesh Natarajan

Donna & James Vogler
Shelley & Peter Wallace
Susan Wallace Fund
Sydney Waller
Suzanne & James Weed
Rebecca & Henry Weil
Patricia Weyland
Lucille & Leon Wiggin ..
Linda Wilcox
Teresa Winchester
Cheryl Wright
Francesca Zambello
& Faith Gay

Board of Directors, 2021-2022

Kent L. Barwick
Cherry Valley, NY
Eugene Berman
Cooperstown, NY

David T. Bliss
Cooperstown, NY

Jane Couch
Franklin, NY

Martha H. Frey
Cooperstown, NY

Volunteers 2021-22

Andy Baugnet
Bill Boyle
Beep Brown
Jane Couch
Andy Demma
Mary Earle
Ryan Fagan
Bill Gibson
Sheila Hall
Lynn Harris

Carla Hall
Morris, NY

J. Joseph Homburger
Cooperstown, NY
Bruce Johnson
Cooperstown, NY
Marjorie Kellogg
Sidney Center, NY

Alison Lord
New York, NY

Chris Horvath
Mike Jastremski

Marjorie Kellogg
Deirdre Larkin

Louisa Matthews
Gary Myers

Mary Myers

Otsego Area Rowing

Dr. Richard O'Keefe
Morris, NY

Dr. Donald Raddatz
Cooperstown, NY
Allen Ruffles
Cooperstown, NY

Gilbert T. Vincent
Cooperstown, NY

Otsego Sailing Club
Susan & Will Rowland
Stanley Rusin Jr.

Pat Thorpe

Lucy Townsend

Chris Weiss

Becky Wright

-Wheeler Conservation Easement, Morris,/NY.
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A FAMILY AFFAIR

Butkereit Conservation Easement, Roseboom, NY

The Butkereit Conservation Easement

iblings Peg and Tom Butkereit, along with three other family members, recently protected
their family lands in Roseboom, NY, by donating a perpetual conservation easement to Otsego
Land Trust. The Butkereit family has been enjoying and improving their property since 1928.

David Diaz, Director of Land
Protection, interviewed Peg and
Tom to learn more about their
family’s ties to the land.

Q: When did your family first
come to Roseboom?

A: Our grandparents, Paul and
Sophie Butkereit, came to the
area in 1927, and were looking
to settle down. They got lost
on a road and went up to the
first house they came upon. By
the time they left that house, my
grandfather had purchased his first piece of land!
The land we recently protected with Otsego Land
Trust was purchased by our grandparents in 1928.

Q: How did you decide to protect your
family lands with a conservation easement?

A: Love of land and forests has been passed down from
generation to generation: from our grandparents,
to our father, to us and then to our children,
nieces, nephews. By protecting this land, we are
honoring our grandparents, parents, and the land
we love.

Q: Can you share a memorable story about
life on the property?

A: Our grandfather grew up in Poland, and he visited
Germany sometime after coming to America.
He was impressed by how the German people
managed their forests and planted trees, and
he brought that idea back to Roseboom.

OTSEGO LAND TRUST

As kids, we helped our grandfather
and father plant thousands of trees
all across the property. Some of
those trees are well over 60 years
old now. The earliest plantings are
approaching 100 years.

We also walked the property
boundaries every year with our
grandfather and father. They
taught us a lot about reading the
land. We have some great, if tiring,
memories of those hardworking
days!

Q: Would you encourage other landowners to
consider protecting their land?

A: Absolutely! There is only so much land and we
can't get it back once we've messed it up. We
need to think more about where we build, and
protect the spots that are good for growing food
and forests.

Q: How would like our region to look in
a decade?

A: We all need to stop developing everything.
We hope that landowners, land trusts, and
agencies will work together to “hold the line”
and create more balance between development
and open land.

Through the commitment and vision of people like
the Butkereit family, our region has a bright future.

BY DAVID DIAZ



REACHING NEW HEIGHTS

Forest Path Opens at Lordsland Preserve

n Saturday, April 24th, Otsego Land Trust welcomed partners from Otsego County
Conservation Association and Otsego 2000, as well as the public, to a trail opening
and guided hike at Lordsland Preserve in Roseboom. The event kicked off at the
Doc Ahlers Trailhead, followed by a 0.75-mile hike on the newly restored forest trail.

The restoration was made possible by former
Cooperstown high schooler Henry Horvath, who

in June 2021, set out to climb Denali in Alaska with
his father Tim Horvath. Denali is the highest peak
in North America, with a summit elevation of
20,310 feet above sea level.

An avid hiker, Henry used this personal challenge

to raise funds from sponsors in support of outdoor
and trail initiatives in his home region. By summiting
Denali, Henry raised more than $3,700 for Otsego
Outdoors.

A perfect fit for Lordsland Preserve! Funds from
Henry's Denali climb have revived this favorite local
hiking spot with fresh trail markers, a roadside sign,
and two new trailhead kiosks built by SUNY Delhi’s
Construction Technology & Management class.

“I'm really happy that I've been able to help fund this
exciting trail at the Lordsland Preserve,” Henry said.
“Can't wait to try it out!”

Lordsland Preserve has provided public hiking trails in
the Town of Roseboom since 1971. Initially protected
by The Nature Conservancy, the preserve’s ownership
was transferred to Otsego Land Trust in 2019.

First-day hikers at the Lordsland Preserve, Roseboom, NY

“Lordsland Preserve offers almost 80 acres of wood-
land habitat to explore,” said Greg Farmer, Executive
Director. “Thanks to our partners, the trail from

Doc Ahlers Road offers a whole new perspective.”

The Doc Alhers Trail is part of the Otsego Outdoor
Spring Octet Challenge. Otsego Outdoors has
energized the local community and visitors with their
seasonal challenges, encouraging people to get out
and enjoy all the recreational opportunities the region
has to offer.

BY MARCIE FOSTER
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P.O. Box 173
Cooperstown, NY 13326

Call us at 607-547-2366.

Otsego Lake, Cooperstown, NY

WILDLIFE INSPIRATION

River Otter Ripples

The river otter featured on the cover of our Fall 2021 newsletter sent ripples
far beyond his home in Cherry Valley Creek.

River otters are most active at night and occasionally can be seen diving for
an early morning meal. Wildlife photographer Mike Reynolds was in the
right place at the right time to capture his compelling otter portrait.

“Otters are now one of my favorite mammals to photograph,” said Reynolds.
"It seems every encounter | have with them, they are doing something
interesting, which typically makes for great photos and gives a good idea

of their behavior.” A long-time supporter of our conservation work, Reynolds
kindly gave Otsego Land Trust permission to use his photo on the cover of
our Fall 2021 newsletter.

Inspired by the photograph, local artist May-Britt Joyce reinterpreted the otter portrait in a painting and printed
her version on notecards. She is generously donating 20% of the sales proceeds to Otsego Land Trust. Prints of
the original Reynolds photo and the Joyce notecards are available through the Cooperstown Art Association.

Otsego Land Trust works to ensure that farmlands, forests, and waterways in our region are
preserved in perpetuity. This is essential for maintaining the well-being of local ecosystems and wildlife
populations, and particularly important for river otters, whose health and fertility are highly susceptible to
toxins in the food chain and to habitat destruction. The Otsego Region is fortunate to have healthy natural
habitats that support these amazing creatures.



